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Reading Literacy Narrative
As a child, my parents were always reading to me. No matter if it was a car ride or before bed, they were reading to me until I was able to read myself. They generally read small chapter books like The Magic Treehouse series because I never found interest in picture books, I wanted a story! I obviously do not have any children of my own, but when I do, I will absolutely read to them. This way, they can develop a love for books at a young age and it is a stepping stool between picture books and independent reading. I love reading, and my parents do as well, so why not teach that to the next generation? When I was in 4th grade, I was reading at 12th grade level and I was always in the library at school. I used to be very interested with the Harry Potter series and anything mythological; I finished the entire Harry Potter series in 4th grade! I don’t t listen to audiobooks because I do not find them to be the same as physically reading a book. The same goes for using nooks and kindles. I like to actually hold the book physically and read the words because I am a visual learner. 
I do not recall being taught any reading or text comprehension strategies but I do remember taking tests in elementary school to show what reading level I was at. When reading passages in school, I would generally skim the entire passage then go back and skim again for the answers. However, it depended which class I was in. When in psychology, I would read word-for-word and highlight interesting points because I genuinely enjoyed the material. However, in a class like history or science, I would skim the passage once or only read the important parts, because I knew that all of the material was not necessary to know. I feel that reading was very important to my success in middle school and high school. It always kept my brain proactive because I was reading assigned books for school and free time books as well. 
I believe reading will play a big role in my success for college. I will be reading complex books, thus adding to what I like to call my “brain dictionary”. Fortunately, I have never had any reading difficulties which has allowed me to enjoy a good book just as much as a good movie. I know that if I struggled with that, it might have been an obstacle rather than a success in school. I am not a first generation college student. My dad went to the United States Air Force Academy and my mom is British so she went to Keele University in Great Britain. They went on to be very successful in their professions which set the example that education is the key to success.  I believe not being a first generation college student has benefited me greatly because my parents are always there to help me and are knowledgeable with everything they do. 
In my first semester of college, I learned more about academic reading than I expected. I learned how to read and understand text by breaking it down into steps. Pre-reading the text consists of previewing the text and the vocabulary, establishing a purpose, and connecting the topic to things I already know. During the reading I will highlight important information, understand the vocabulary from the previous step, annotate, and visualize. After the reading it is important to outline what I read, apply the text to future assignments or readings, and summarize what I read. In ENG 111, I learned about a technique called SQ4R.  “S” means to survey the text by reading subtitles, studying any graphs or charts, and look at the “big picture”. Q means to question what I am about to read, so turning any of the given titles into questions is a perfect way of executing this step. The “4R’s” mean to read, respond, record, and review. Once you read the section, make sure you know all of the answers to your previous questions before you read the text and record it.  The crucial step in the “SQ4R” method is to use this information to regularly review the information in order to retain it. After a few review sessions, it’ll be easy to skim the text, but still fully comprehend its meaning.
Understanding academic texts is very important for being a successful student. Before reading, it is important to skim the text, create answers for yourself, and write down unknown words the defining them. Being unfamiliar with vocabulary is never a good thing so it is critical to identify and define unknown words to help understand the text. While reading through the text, refer back to the questions and answer as you read. James Madison university mentions two important reading strategies; 5WS & 1H and SPORE. The 5Ws & 1H is asking who, what, where, when, why, and how. These are important to understand the details of the text. The SPORE strategy helps with understanding the story by determining the setting, problem, order of action, resolution, and end. Along with these strategies, it is important to read slow to fully comprehend the text. ("The Learning Toolbox - 5W1H) Salisbury University uses the “7 critical reading strategies” to fully understand the text. Previewing and contextualizing helps the reader learn about the text before fully reading it and placing the text in its historical and cultural contexts. Questioning to understand and remember helps by asking questions about the content. Reflecting on challenges to your beliefs and values helps challenge your unconsciously held beliefs. Outlining and summarizing helps identify the main ideas and them restating them in your own words. Evaluating an argument is testing the logic of a text as well as its emotional impact. Comparing and contrasting related readings explores the differences between texts and helps understand them better. Following these 7 steps will help one become a successful student. (“Critical Reading Strategies”)

	I have never taken a class that is so detail-oriented, especially with documenting sources. I am so thankful to have taken this class because beforehand, I would document the source on Easy Bib without giving any thought to it. Now, I know all the details that go into works cited, and Easy Bib often leaves them out. The “SQ4R” method was so useful with my other classes this semester. In my history class, we take notes everyday and using the “SQ4R” method to read the chapters accompanied by Cornell styled notes made reviewing for my final and retaining the information so much easier. I have gotten so much better with reading thoroughly over the past few years, but there is always room for improvement. Since I aspire to work in the field of business management, reading documents will be a major part of my career, and. I want to be able to use the “SQ4R” method like its natural instinct. Practicing is the only way to achieve this and college is the perfect opportunity to get good at it. I also enjoy reading challenging novels in my free time, and using the “SQ4R” method will urge me to read the book on a much deeper level.
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