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Shooting an Elephant
George Orwell, one of the most famous 20th century journalists, wrote Shooting an Elephant after spending time as part of the Indian Imperial Police in Burma and has to shoot an elephant under pressure which became a decision he regretted. Shooting an Elephant is a short essay that highlights the British Imperialism that Orwell had grown to hate while spending time Burma. The story revolves around Orwell, who is a sub-divisional police officer in Lower Burma is detested by the Burmese people. Orwell is called down to the local bazaar because an escaped show elephant is said to be pillaging the market. The elephant makes its way through the small town, brutally killing a Burmese man along the way, and Orwell finds himself in a clash. He finds the elephant eating grass peacefully in a field, not harming anyone, but he knows he must kill the elephant or the Burmese people will laugh at him. Orwell knows its not necessary to shoot the elephant for logical cause but he knows it is necessary for social cause. Orwell decides to shoot the elephant whom does not die after three shots, or even after multiple shots to the heart, and experiences a slow, agonizing death. Orwell knows he has killed the elephant for a false reason but he justifies his position by stating that he is saving face for his colleagues and does not want to look like a fool. Orwell’s implied thesis of Shooting an Elephant is about the effects of imperialism on not only the oppressed but on the oppressors, as well. 
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